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DN THE RESTORATION OF THE PARISH CHURCH 

OF S. MARY, CALLINGTON. 

IN THE DEANERY OF EAST, AND COUNTY OP CORNWALL, 

BY THE EEV. .ENEAS BAEKLY HUTCHISON, B,D., 

PERPETUAL CURATE OF S. JAMES, AND CHAPLAIN TO H.M. DOCKYARD, KEYHAM, DEVONPORT ; 
HONORARY SECRETARY TO THE PLYMOUTH BRANCH OF THE SOCIETY, 

READ AT THE COLLEGE HALL, EXETER, APRIL 10, I860, BEFORE THE EXETER DIOCESAN 

ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY. 

The work of Church Eestoration, now bo happily advancing in every 
part of this, the most extensive Diocese in England, is one which this 
Society, since its first constitution, has hailed with the greatest delight, 
and to promote which it was in a great measure, founded. 

That pleasurable interest will, I feel sure, in the present case, be greatly 
increased, when I tell you that the Rector of the parish, (the chief promoter 
of the work), the architect employed, and the author of this paper, are 
all members of this Society, 

In saying this, I would by no means disparage the efforts of the Eev. 
James John Tapson, who for more than five years, (firom Christmas, 1854, to 
Lady-day, I860,) was the much respected curate of the parish, and to whom 
is due, in a main degree, the credit of creating and stimulating that hearty 
spirit in the town and neighbourhood, which has been productive of such 
excellent and encouraguig results. By his great and inde&tigable exertions, 
a large portion of the money has been raised, and without them the Church 
might have remained, for many years, in the same neglected and forlorn 
condition in which he found it on entering on the curacy, and which but too 
aptly illustrated the apathy and coldness of the last century. 

In these zealous efforts, he has successfully carried ipto complete effect 
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the original wish and design of the esteemed Rector of the mother parish 
of South Hill, the Rev. Horatio Morgan Rice, with whom he has strenu- 
ously co-operated, and whose correct architectural knowledge and love of 
ecclesiological propriety, have been made manifest in the restored fabric. 

The lords of the manors in this and the mother parish have contributed 
to the restoration fund, and the good feeling was so general, that nearly 
every inhabitaait of the paxiflh gave something; all classes aocording to 
their means shewing great liberality.' 

The plans for the alterations, (which were more than a year in progress,) 
were prepared by, and the work carried on imder the superintendence of 
Mr, James Kers St. Aubyn, Architect ; whose fame for skill in his profes- 
sion has been so well established in this Diocese, by numerous most suc- 
cessfiil restorations, and more especially by the four new Churches built 
from his designs, at Devonport, an axjcount of which was given in Part 3 
of Volume V. of this Society's Transactions. 

To this gentleman I am indebted for a brief technical outlme of what 
has been effected, and which I have embodied in this paper ; for carefully 
drawn ground plans, shewing the old and new arrangement of the seats ; 
for a section, shewing the construction of the old roof, and the alteration 
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of the roof to the aisles; and for a sketch, drawn to a scale, of the 
handsome monument to Lord Willoughby de Broke. All these I shall 
presently exhibit.* 

In a paper read before this Society by the Rev. H. M. Rice, on 
May 31, 1849, on certam "Churches in the Deanery of East," which will be 
found in Volume III. of the Society's Transactions, as much information 
as could be conveniently gleaned, and compressed into a short paper, res- 
pecting Callington and its Church, has been recorded. To this paper I 
refer, for it would be as unnecessary as improper to recapitulate much of 
what was then said. 

To introduce the subject, however, properly to your notice, it may be 
well to state, that Callington has been a market-town since the reign 
of Henry III., when the manor and lordship belonged to the family of 
Trevenor, or, as Gilbert asserts, to Ferrers, by a grant fix)m the Earl of 
Cornwall. '' The possession has passed by heiresses to several fisimilies, and 
finally, through Dennis, BoUe, and Walpole, to Mr. (xeorge William Tre- 
fiisis, of Trefusis, in Mylor, together with the barony, in fee, of Clinton, 
created by a writ directed to John de Clinton, 17 Edward I., A.D., 1299, 
[? 1288]. His grandson sold the property to Mr. Alexander Baring, (now 
Lord Ashburton), when some adventitious circumstances, no longer in ex- 
istence, added materially to its valua''' It possessed from a remote 
period the grant of an annual £air.^ It was made a parliamentary borough 
by 27 Elizabeth^ (1585), and continued to send two Members to the House 
of Commons, until disfranchised under the Reform Act of 1832. It is 
not ascertained in whom the right of election was vested. It was thought 
to be in the freeholders and beneficial leaseholders, being resident^ and 
rated to the poor, and also in the householders paying scot and lot ; but 
these two. descriptions of persons being nearly the same in this borough 
it was never brought to a determination. The number of votes was 42. 
The returning ofiicer was a Portreeve, appointed at the Court leet of the 

^ A photograph of the interior of the Church, looking east, (after its restoration), has been 
lately made by Mr. B. P. Yeo, of Plympton, at the expense of the Rev. H. M. Bice; a 
litliographic copy of which forms the most pleasing illustration of this pa^er. 

'D. Gilbert, Vol. i. p. 151. 

^ IlUutvldi IHnerarjf of Cornwall^ p. 17 i. 
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lord of the manor, Lord Clinton, and this functionaiy, who still | 
the town, is elected annually.* 

An interesting badge, belonging to this officer, is in possession of the 
present Portreeva It consista of a small silver mac^ measuring 17^ 
inches, and weighing, with the iron rod that passes through it, 31 ounces. 
I now exhibit a small drawing of it, and of the coat of arms which ap- 
pears engraven on its head, which is round. 



The letters R A, which appear one on either side of the shield, seem to 
indicate that it was given by some member of the femily of Ashton ' (of 
whom I shall have to speak presently,) whilst the date, 1583, over the 
arms, shews that its presentation preceded by two years the enfranchise- 
ment of the Borough. 

The sliield, (the heraldry of which it is difficult to describe, and im- 
possible to defend), is divided by a fess or barr, on which is an A^ tree 
in full leaf, issuing from a Tun, (a rebus pFobably uprai the donor's name); 
and exhibits quarterly, first and fourth, [? on a field sable] three leafless 
bent ash boughs, two and one, proper : — second and third [? on a field gulesl, 
three covered cups, two and one, or. The heraldic colour lines in the 
annexed engraving, have been supplied by me ; and it is but right to say, 

» Patroni, Sir Jonathan T^lawney, Bart., 1691 and 1727- Earl of Orforf, 1742 and 1766. 
Willis's Not. Part. Vol. ii. p. 171. See also Bacon's Libtr Segi$. 
* Probably Robert Ashton, ^ndson or great-grandson of Kieholas, the rebnilder of the Church. 
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that it is scarcely a &c-6imile, as the artist has, unfortunately, not pre- 
served the quaintness, especially in the shape of the cups and the initial 
letters, of the original 

** Covered cups were peculiar to the high office of chief butler to the 
king, but are now appropriated by several families, and very generally 
to those of the name of Butler/'^ 

According to Willis, the same bearing, of three covered cups, appeared 
on a shield (now lost), over the head of Margaret Assheton, portrayed on 
a monumental brass in this Church. I have not been able to find any 
due to a marriage between the Assheton and Butler families, though a 
more careful search might discover that they were so allied. 

In the town of Callington, where King Arthur is said to have had a 
palace,^ and kept his coiut^ " there is no edifice worthy of notice," (says 
the author of the Itinerary of Cornwall % " except the Church ;" and 
without further preface I shall now direct your attention to that 
interesting structure, and its contents. 

"At the time of the first inquisition into the value of Cornish bene- 
fices, by the Bishops of Lincoln and Winchester, ad. 1294, (23rd Edward I.) 
this Church had no endowment, neither was it then consolidated with 
South Hill; but before Wolse/s inquisition, ad. 1521, (13th Henry VIII.) 
they were both united, and were then valued for revenues at £38 per 
annum ; the patronage in the Duke of Cornwall, who endowed it ; the in- 
cumbent, Trelawnye ; the town and parish rated to the [? poor] four shil- 
lings per poimd, land tax in 1696, £120 16s.'' (Hals.)* 

7 Maamai of Heraldry for Amatewv^ by H. DaDawaj, p. 91. 

* Hals, speaking of CaUington, says, ** I take it to be the same mentioned hj the Poets or Bards, 
and called by them ' Eilljwick,' and King Arthur's Palace, or Goort-leet, or Bailiwick." '' Such in 
his time, it undoubtedly was, as Duke of Cornwall and Elng of Britain : for this manor of land, with 
its appurtenances, was, by Act of Parlianynt, given to Edward the Black Prince, as parcels of the 
ancient Kings or Earls of Cornwall, then translated into a dukedom." 

9 Page 62. 

1 Davies GUbert's History ofComwaUj Vol. 11., p. 309.* 

<< South Hill Rectory (S. Sampson), with Callington Chapel. First Fruits £38; Reprisals Bishop's 
Procurations, viis. yd. ; Obsolete Synodals, is. vid. ; Archdeacon's Procurations, viis. vd. obselete ; 
real value, £260; Yearly tenths, £3 168. Patron, Lord Orford. Rector, Mr. Thomas Rerisley 
[?Derisley]. KeUington aliaa Callington (S. Mary) Chapel to Southhill. Reprisals none in 
charge." Thesaurus Eeolesiaatwus PrfmrmaUs^ or a Survey of the Diocese ofExsUvy published 1782. 
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"This Church, or Chapel-town Bailiwick, is now (writes Hals) known 
by the name of the town, manor, and borough of Killiton, ie. Chapel- 
town." Others derive the name Kelljrton or Kellington, with much greater 
probability, from the ancient manor of Kellyland, which is situated in the 
parish. " As for the name of this parish," ' (writes Tonkin), " which is a 
a daughter Church to South Hill, and has for its patron Saint, S. Nicholas, 
Bishop of Myra in Lycia, (commemorated in our^ Calendar on December 6,) 
I take it to be Killyton, the town in a grove of treea" • 

Mr. Tonkin does not state on whiat authority he has assigned this 
Church and parish to the tutelage of S. Nicholas ; and I consider the 
careful and accurate Dr. Oliver a &r better authority, and he, whilst 
giving in his Monasticon the date of the dedication of the present Church 
as August 31, 1438, assigns the patronage to S. Mary [? the Virgin].* 

" Sir Nicholas Assheton is generally considered to have been the founder 
of this Church, but he probably only rebuilt it; a petition to Bishop 
Lacy from Nicholas Assheton and others, praying that they might be 
allowed a cemetery, states 'that from time immemorial, there had been a 
Parochial Chapel of S. Mary's, at Callington, where all sacraments and 

* D. Gilbert's Statory of CarmeaUy Vol. n., p. 211. 

* " In the towne of EeUington, for retirement and delight* lived Sir Edward Bray, Knight^ 
originallj descended, as report says, from the Brays of Bray, in S. Jnst" (Tonkin.) 

^ S. Sampson is the patron of the Mother Church of South Hill, and the High Altar was 
dedicated on 4th November, 1333.''--(7th Edw. IH.) Gfwid Beg., Vol. H., Fo. 172. 

The following list of Rectors of Sonth Hill with Callington, is taken partly from Wallis's 
Cornwall Register : 
1552. A.D. " The vii. of December, John Parker, Parson, was buried An. Dm. 1552" (Jrwn 

Parish JSegister.) 
1602. <',Mr. Balph Nicholson, Parson, of South Hill," had a son baptized this year. Ibid. 
1650. ^<Mr. Thomas Colores, Pastor,** had a daughter baptized this year, 3rd August. Ihid. 

1689. James Rector; Thomas Trenick was Curate. 

1695. Edward Trelawny, Rector (died Dean of Exeter, 1726). 

1727. Hele Trelawny, Rector. 

1742. John Yeo, Rector. 

1765. Thomas Derisly, Rector, buried at South HUl, 1795. 

1796. Barlow, Rector, (never resided, and died in 1802.) 

1802. John Trefusis, D.D., Rector, (also Rector of St Columb Major.) 

1841. (May 5th). Horatio Morgan Rice, M.A., Rector, on the presentation of Lord Ashburton. 



CHURCH OF S. MARY, CALLENGTON. 11 

sacramentals, (s&puUura mortiLorum duntdxat excepta) were duly adminis- 
tered ; ' and indeed, the epitaph below the figures on the Assheton brass 
seems to imply the pre-existence of a ruinous Chapel, * ruinosam capeUam' " * 

At the dedication of the existing Church it was, that the parishioners 
acquired full parochial rights, that of burjdng their dead in their own 
Churchyard being one, although remaining ecclesiastically subject to the 
mother Church of South Hill. 

Externally the Church presents an imposing appearance, being built 
almost entirely of large granite blocks ; and here, beyond re-opening the 
clerestory windows, (which had been covered by a lean-to roof,) and which 
form a striking and unusual feature in a Church built, as nearly all 
the Cornish Churches are, in the Perpendicular style of architecture, 
little alteration . has been effected. The roofs, however, of both aisles 
have been renewed and covered with lead Upon the interior, as was 
but right, the chief care and attention has been bestowed, and a sum 
of money amounting to nearly £1000 has been expended. 

This Church, (writes Mr. J. P. St. Aubyn,) originally built in 1438, 
appears to have retained its original form, with the exception of some 
alterations of the clerestory roofs and the internal fittings, up to the 
period when the late repairs were undertaken. 

> Paper on Churches in Deanery of East^ hj Bey. H. M. Bice, Part 3, VoL III., of the 
Society's TrangaetumB. 

The following is an extract from a letter written in 1848, by the Bev. Dr. Oliver to Mr. Bice. 

** I dare say you are aware of the petition to Bishop Lacy, of Nicholas Asshton, Bobert Cheyket^'* 
[the proprietor of Chejket's Hall which was demolished about 15 years ago, and frx>m whom Lord 
Willonghby de Broke derived his property,] *' John Bercamptede, Bobert Haye," [whose lineal 
descendants still inherit and reside on their estate in this parish,] " Thomas Benet, Warn, PengeUy, 
and others of your parish, settled in villul4 de Calyton, and the hamlets of PengeUy, Thenpath," 
[now Deupath, where there is still an ancient Baptistry in good preservation,] "Balston, Kestlewycke'' 
[now Castlewitch, the property of Captain Pode,] " Cuttyshylle, Kylquit '* [now Colquite,] " Trehill 
Combe, Crenbeare, Frogswelli Trelyndra, and Haye ; — stating that from time immemorial there had 
been a parochial chapel of S. Biary at Calyngton, where all Sacraments and Sacramentals were duly 
administered, * SqnUturd mortuorum durUaxaJt exceptd '; and praying that they might be allowed a 
cemetery, as the expenses wore great, and the inconvenience to an agricoltural population ezoesnve, 
in conveying their dead to South Hill, a distance of three miles. They petitioned also Pope 
Engenius IV, to &vour their wishes, and they obtained the consent of the patron of your Church, 
Humphry, Earl of Stafford, on the 1st June, 1436, and again on the^ 20th February following. 
The whole proceedings occupy a dozen pages in Bishop Lack's Begisters, Yol. HL, folios 161 to 1661** 
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The Church is of uniform Third Pointed character, conrnflting of Chancel 
and nave, with a clerestory extending over both; the roo& being of 
uniform height and character, and not divided firom each other by any 
Chancel arcL The arcade of five arches on the north side, and four 
on the south, are uniform, beyond are the aislea There is a south 
porch, and a west tower. The whole Church is constructed of laige 
rough blocks of granite, with polyphant dressings in some cases, and 
free-stone in others. 

The condition of the building, till lately, was the most miserable that 
can be well imagined The slating of all the roo& had completely 
perished ; the flat aisle roo& had been taken oS, and lean-to roofs 
substituted, thereby blocking up the clerestory windows. The annexed 
engraving of a section of the Church, shews these arrangements. 




The dexter half shews the old roof; the sinister half shews the recent 
alteration of roof to both aislea The tracery and mullions of the windows 
in most cases were dreadfully mutilated, and in others entirely destroyed, 
and filled in with sash windows, the glass being of the meanest description. 
The battlements were much out of repair, and the walls required pointing 
throughout. 
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The inside was still more unsatis&ctory ; the galleries occupied a space 
equal to one half of the whole area of the Church, and were within 
seven feet of the ceiling of the aisles. The tower was blocked off 
from the Church, and was the receptacle of all sorts of rubbish. The 
floors were uneven, in consequence of the burials that had taken place 
within the Church. The pews were mostly square, and were very high ; 
The pulpit was of a cumbrous dze, and had a large sounding board. 
The plastering was rough and bad, and the ceilings of the aisles were 
flat and plain. 

Such was the state of the Church: and the restorations^ as &r as they 
have gone, have been principally confined, on the outside, to the restoring 
of the nave roof, and the construction of new flat roofs to the aisles, 
somewhat^ and bjs near as means would permit^ a reproduction of the 
first roof; these have been covered with lead The soil on the north 
side of the Church has been removed, as far as was practicabla The 
inside fittings have been entirely removed, including the galleries ; these 
have been replaced with imiform fittings; the seats are open and low, 
of Memd timber ; the font, of Norman character, has been removed 
from ite position in the nordi aide, and more correctly placed against the 
western-most pier of south aisle; and the Chancel has been fitted 
with stalls and subselka, for the use of the Clergy and choir. Some of • 
the windows have been repaired and ro-glazed, the floor levelled and 
re-laid; the clerestory windows, which are of two lights, have been 
completely restored and glazed, and the timbers of the roof repaired. 
The masonry of the granite arcades, which was much mutilated, has been 
restored, and thoroughly cleansed from accumulated whitewash. Behind 
the stalls, there are parcloses, one used as a vestry, divided by low 
screens of wood. 

Much still remains to be done to make a complete restoration of the 
Church, particularly to the outside stone- work and window tracery. 

The fine brass of Sir Nicholas Assheton has been re-laid in the midst 
of the choir ; and the altar tomb of alabaster, of Lord Willoughby de Broke, 
has been retained in the situation it occupied before the alterations. 

The past and present internal arrangements of the Church can be best 
learnt from a comparison of the subjoined engravings of the ground plan. 
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A. exhibits the old plan, with hideous pews, of various sizes and heights, 
and much of the area unavailable for the purpose of the worshippers. The 
shadowed portion represents that part of the Church which was covered by 
the unsightly, inconvenient, and incongruous galleries. The font is shewn 
against the western-most pier of north aisle. Rails encircled the altar on 
three sides ; and the pulpit^ reading pew, and clerk's desk were placed to the 
north of eastern-most pier of south aisle. The tomb marked No. 1, is that 
of Sir Nicholas Assheton; No. 2, is that of Lord Willoughby de Broka 

B. exhibits the present arrangement of the Church, with open seats, 
carried under the tower, and moveable chairs, by which more individuals 
are accommodated, and in a seemly and orderly manner. 

The altar has been raised on a foot-pace, besides two steps in sacrarium, 
and is not enclosed with rails. The font is shewn, in its present position, 
against the western-most pier of south aisle. A low open pulpit has been 
affixed to the eastern-most pier of south aisle,* and is entered from the 
southern pardose. The Prayers are said firom a stall desk in the choir, 
where the derk also occupies a place, and a lectern has been added on 
the north side. These plans have been drawn to a uniform scale, which is 
figured on B. 

I have prepared the following details according to a scheme published by 
the Ecdesiological (late Cambridge Camden) Sodety. 

Gbouiu) Flak. Length and Breadth. Chancel, 24 ft. 6 in. by 17 ft. 6 in. ; Nave, 42 ft. 3 in. bj 
17 ft. 6 in. ; North aide, 36 ft. by 9 ft. 10 in. ; North Chancel aisle, 24 ft. 3 in. by 9 ft. 10 in. ; 
Soath aide, 36 ft. by9 ft. 10 in.; South Chancel aide (used as a Vestry) 13 ft. 6 in. by 9 ft. 10 in.; 
Tower 21 ft. square; OrientaJtkm; Tower inclined to North considerably, 4 points (magnetic) 
N. of W. ; Chancel, 4 points (mag.) S. of £. 

Imtsbior. Chancel \ East window of five lights, large and lofty, good Perpendicular traceiy 
of Caen stone. Window arch, good, of Caen stone, with Tudor rose ornament Beredos, 
new hangings of figured cloth. Piscina, was on the south, attached to sedilia, but now destroyed, 
Sedilia, undivided, dngle, below south window, under an arch which has been destroyed. Two 
north clerestory windows, one south. North dde, four two-light windows, Trandtional Perpen- 
dicolar, and three on sooth mde. Two north piers and pier arches ; one south pier and arch, 
elevation, one step, sacrarium three steps; ribbed barrel roo( continued through nave. 
North Chancel aide: one east window of three lights. Perpendicular^ and two north ditto. 
South Chancel aisle : one east window of three lights. Perpendicular, and one south ditto over 
priest's door. Nave: no Nave arch, Rood screen destroyed. Rood staircase on south nde. 
Two internal rood doors. Two north and two south piers. Three north and three south 
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pier arches. Clerestories, two north and two Boath. Lettem of good modem work. Pulpit 
against sooth Chancel pier, of open wood wdrk with tracery (modem). No reading pew, but 
prayers are read from stall in Chancel. North aisie: three north windows of three lights. 
Perpendicular; one west of two lights. Piscina without basin, square opening on south. Roof 
and groining, of modem Memel deal, very substantial South aisle: Two south windows of 
three lights and main door with porch. West, one of two lights. Roof as in north aisle. 
Omamenta: Benatura, an open hole. Font: South western pier of nave, Norman Romanesque, 
square, carved on all sides, base round, with octagonal shaft; modem oak coyer, good iron work 
with staples: kneeling stone on south side.^ 

TowsB. Square of three stages ; piers of polyphant stone ; arch of dun stone ; embattled 
parapet ; handsome floriated pinnacles ; bel£ry window at east end over roof of nave, on ringing 
floor ; one tower window on each side, of three lights ; double buttresses at each angle, and at 
angles of upper string course, angels and figures carved sharply in polyphant stone; viz.. 

South east angle, angel holding on a shield a winged bull : on south side, a mitred head ; 
on east side, a head, defiiced. 

North east angle, angel holding on a shield a winged lion; on east side, a female 
head, with nebulas head-dress; on north side, a cowled head. 

North west angle, angel holding -^— , de&ced ; on north side, head destroyed ; on 

west side, a female head with draped head-dress. 

South west angle, angel holding on a shield an angel bearing a scroll ; west side, a male head ; 
south side, a grotesque head. Staircase in south west angle. Six good bells. 

ExixBioB. West window Debased, not original West door newly opened, having been covered 
midway with soil South porch embattled. One door in south Chancel aisle. A cross in Church 
yard, canopied, much mutilated ; on west side is the Cmcifizion ; on south, the Virgin and Child ; 
and on the others, figures of Monks praying.^ 

Evangelistic symbols on angles of tower buttresses. A chest for Alms. Royal Arms west end of 
nave, '481 1, G. DI. R.'' Tradition of Founder, Sir Nicholas Assheton rebuilt Church in 1428. No 
Conventual remains, but a Baptistiy in good preservation exists at Dupath WelL^ Brataes : Sir 
Nicholas Assheton and Margaret his wife, 1465. Monumenta: Handsome alabaster altar tomb, to 
the first Lord Willoughby de Broke, 1502. Epitaphs: Rev. John Messenger (and Isabella his 
wife,) 30 years Curate of the parish, and Rector of Petrockstowe, died November 6, 1814, aged 58. 
William Crabb Moone, Surgeon, died April 11, 1849, aged 50. Richard Doidge, Esq., died June 
22, 1844. Arms, Barry of three, altemately Or and Sable ; a pile, gules, charged with sun and 
gutta sang. Motto, Leni perfruar otio. Stained Okas : In south window of Chancel (sacrarium) 
in the Perpendicular tracery, two figures of R Virgin and Child, coeval with Church. Tudor 
rose in quatrefoil in up|)er light, and other small fragments. 

The state of repair, good, except some of the windows. Re-opened after general restoration, 
effected by public subscription, on Thursday, May 12, 1859. 

* Figured, No. 46 in Specimens ofAncmi Cornish Crosses^ FontSf ^., iy Sev. F. C, Hmgcston. 

7 Figured, No. 45. Ilnd. 

« Figured, No. 55. Ibid. 
V 
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Having spoken of the Chinrch, it now becomes my duty to say a few 
words of the Monuments which it contains. There are two which demand 
especial notice, as being each, of its class» an excellent example. The 
first, (a copy of which, made by myself, I now lay before you), occupying 
its original position in the midst of the choir, is a marble slab, measuring 
seven feet ten inches, by three feet four inches, inlaid with the effigies 
in brass of the pious buUder of the present Church, Sir Nicholas Assheton 
and Margaret his wife. He is clad in a Judge's long fur-trimmed 
gown, with sleeves rea<;hing to the ground, and a close-fitting wig. She 
wears a kirtle with fur cuflfe and collar, open to the waist, sleeves almost 
close fitting and not pendant, and with what is commonly known as a 
veil head-dress, the upper part of wHch is lost. Trefoils, and other 
flowers, emblems of the resurrection, spring fi-om the ground at the feet 
of each figure. Four shields of arms,* one above and one below each 
figure, and two groups of children,' boys and girls respectively, have been 
sacrilegiously removed. A fillet of brass surrounds the figures, and contains 
the following inscription : — 

^ia tDstEe tj^e foaiijisd} j^gcj^olas tnas one of tfie S^gngns 3ns!t» antr S^ectmtracte of ^t come . * 

[Bottom line all lost] 

. * . . ie X tiag of iKardie, tfje gere of oure 3LoTtr ffioH, a^ w ttttbb on iofiod 5^onll^0 iBotr 

f)abe i9S^cg 3men tfor Cfiatgte. 

On a brass plate, immediately beneath the figures, is the following epitaph, 
in six double lines, which, supplying the contractions, reads as follows ; 

Sssfjeton in QTomttlo j^id^olans eonbitnr issto 

Conbttur et sentm jutitctale betn0. 
rttlgns eunt skmU miitm, jmtam, mt^etatnm, 

^m cum lex stttcta ssofaut, fitc tiolatt. 

9 ^ Over the woman are these arms : three cups covered ; but those over the man are taken 
away." Brown Willis, 1716, quoted by C. S. Gilbert, Vol. 11., p. 470. 

^ C. S. Gilbert enumerates them as six — Historical Suntey of ComwaUf VoL 11., page 470. 
And in same Volome, page 10, says that ** Judge Ashton . . . appears to have left issue, 
five sons and six daughters." " The Rev. Roger Ashton, who died at Borne in 1677, appears 
from the arms to have been a descendant of this house, of which we have no further account." 
Ibidj page 11. The Arms of Ashton as given by Gilbert are, on a field Argent, a mullet Sable. 
These do not accord with those on the Portreeve's mace, described above. ^.B.H. 
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l^ic qtttnqmgento mittsts mtecfott atmto, 

ItoIIa tita fotcot beta quid ' oo^utat 
l^ancqtte mfnosam tn qua jacet ipse capellam 

S^tustnlit ex ptopciut Sttnqrttints ac (pQnuL 
^Bbit 6tdno0 et e^enos ac ftttsdnasi, 

04m whm trapfinus iimno ssaUi opSnts. 
Qm rejB^ et legess, et Ugum hi atte peritdd, 

jFac 001 jutriciom cut, tngfi, mite ttmm*' 

Sir Nicholas Ashton represented the County of Cornwall, as one of the 
Kaiights of the Shire, in company with John Trethur^ in 15th Henry VI., 
A.D. 1436. 

The family of Asflheton appear to have been originally settled in Lan- 
cashire ; the following particulars may be interesting : " Thomas Ashton, Esq., 
who lived in the time of Henry VI., was the eldest son of Sir John Ashton, 
of Lever, in the county of Lancaster, the representative of a truly ancient 
and honourable family. He was made a Knight of the Bath at the 
coronation of Edward IV., and was ancestor to Balph Ashton, who was 
created a Baronet on June 28, 1620. Thomas Ashton, before mentioned, 
together with Sir Thomas Traflford, Ejiight, had a patent from Henry VI. 
in the twenty-fourth year of his reign, for the practice of alchymy, and 
to refine and transmute gold and silver and any other metals which are 
found in mining, into a state fit for coinage, or other purposea In these 

^ Mr. Rice remarks : *< The meaning seems sufficiently evident except in the sixth line, in which 
there appears a grammatical error.'' 

' I ventured to make a free translation, for a local paper, which, perhaps, I may be allowed 
to read. 

Nicholas Assheton is interred in this sepulchral place, 

And buried with him also lies, all his judicial grace. 
The common people deemed him just, compassionate, and hind, 

For when the rigid law pressed sore, he sorrowed in his mind. 
And during all the fifty years which among them he lio^d, 

No day was joyous to him when audience compelVd to give, 
And this ancient ruin'd Chapel, wherein he himself doth lie. 

At his own cost and hy his wealth, he huHded up on high. 
Sis neighbours he did freely feed, with strangers and the poor, 

Not only with his tdble-meats, but with his money more, 
O Thou, who ruPst both laws and those weU skUPd in legal lore, 

Orant kim thy final judgment mild, 1 earnestly implore ! 
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philosophical labours, their skill became so great that they were supposed 
to work by some unlawfiil, if not umiatural, means, a circumstance alone 

sufficient to show the ignorance and superstition of those days 

He left four sons : first, John ; second, Edward, who married the daughter 
and heiress of — Raddiff, of Chatterton, in the county of Lancaster, and 
became seated at that place ; third, Geoffiy ; and fourth, Nicholas, who 
continued the line at CaJlington. This Nicholas was raised to the degree 
of a Serjeant-at-law in 1443, (21st of Henry VI.,) and in. the 23rd year 
of the same reign he was constituted one of the Justices of the Benck^' * 

I find that Sir Bobert Assheton, ancestor of the Asshetons of Lancashire, 
was made Constable of Dover Castle, and Lord Warden of the cinque ports, 
for life, 4th Eichard II.* (A.r>. 1380,) His arms were, Argent, a mullet 
Sable. 

Weever, in his Ancient Funeral Monuments^ gives a copy of the patent 
by which he held his office, and says, "in the Church within the Castle, 
lieth a Ejiight, whose portraiture is inlaid with brass, upon a marble 
stone, with this inscription: *Hic jacet Robertus Asheton myles, quondam 
constabularius castri Dovorie et custos quinque portuum, qui obiit nono 
die Januarii Anno Domini millesimo C. C. C. octogesimo quarto, cujus 
anime propitietur Deus. Amen/ " * " The rest of his offices, and honours 
heaped upon him at several times,*' continues the same worthy author, ^ are 
likewise recorded in the Tower," ^ firom which it appears that he was at 
various times an Admiral of a Fleet, Chief Justice of Ireland, Lord Trea- 
surer, and afterwards one of the Executors of the Will of King Edward III. 

•*He was descended from the Asshetons, of Assheton-under-Line, in the 
(jounty of Lancaster, as I find it in the pedigree of Sir Balph Assheton, 
of Walley, Baronet, descended from the same family." • " He gave the great 
bell of the Church within Dover Castle, as appears by this inscription, 

* Eittorical Surm/ of Camtoali, by C. S. Gilbert, Vol. XL, p. 10. 
^ CoUon, Becords, p, 18. 

^ Weever's Ancient Funeral Monument^ page 66. 
tlJndj p. 66. 

8 " Eleanor, youngest daughter and co-heir of Sir Ralph Assheton, of Middleton, County 

of Lancaster, Baronet, married in 1769 Sir Thomas Egerton, Baronet, now Lord de Grey, 

de Wilton." — A Brief History of Dover CaeUe^ List of Cofistablesj ^., puhli^ied anonymouil^ 

at CanUrfmry^ m 1787. 
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cast in the metal, about the circumference of the same : — Dominus Bobertus 
de Assheton miles me fecit fieri, anno quarto Bichardi secundL"' 

The other Monument, to which I have referred, is a magnificent aJtar 
tomb of the purest alabaster, occupying a position on the north side of 
the Sacrarium, between the easternmost pier and the wall, and immediate- 
ly under the arch. It was erected to the memory of Sir Bobert 
Willoughby, the first Lord Willoughby de Broke, who died in 1502, 
being then Steward of the Duchy of Cornwall;* and whose recumbent 
effigy, also in alabaster, is, notwithstanding some mutilation, tolerably 
well preserved. An inscription on metal, originaQy inlaid on the upper 
edge of the tomb, has been entirely removed. 

This beautiful and costly monument, the most striking and chaste 
perhaps, of its kind, in the whole County of Cornwall, sustains in its 
features 'Hhe chasteness and elegance of design, which,'' (as a learned 
writer hss remarked, of the monuments of this and the preceding ^) 
''so pre-eminently characterized the architectural structures of the period, 
and which, at a little later date, was succeeded by a style of composition 
remarkable for the profusion and display of minute ornament, and almost 
endless sub-division of detail. Throughout the 15th century, indeed, 
the attention paid to the memorials of departed greatness was such, that 
judging from the costly and elaborate manner in which they were 
executed, no preceding or subsequent era will be found to have exceeded 
in this respect, the excessive splendour and richness of decoration which 
distinguish the monumental remains of this age.''* 

This tomb, — of which I exhibit a drawing by Mr. St. Aubyn, drawn 
to a scale of one and a half inches to a foot, and which, though very 
correct as to general outline, necessarily fails to give all the minute details 
of the original,* — ^is divided on the south side into four pannels filled with 
rich geometrical tracery, each bearing a shield of arms of a different shape 

' Weever. 

> UkuitntUd IdMrary of CcmwdUj p. 63. 

s Bloxam's Monumental ArdiiUcturej p. 178. 

' Since this paper was read, these details have been well supplied by an admirable photograph of 
the tomb, taken by Mr. B. P. Yeo, at the cost of Rev. H. M. Bice, and from this the accompanying 
aoeurate lithographic drawing has been made. 
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and size. These are divided quarterly, and charged on the first grand 
quarter with the arms of Willoughby de Broke, viz. — on a field, gules, 
first and fourth a cross crosslet crossed, Or ; second and third, a cross 
moline; this quartering is also distinguished by a crescent for diJSference; 
Second grand quarter, the arms of Latimer, on a field, argent, a cross 
fleury, gules ; third grand quarter, the arms of Cheyney on a field — ^four 
fiisUs in fesse, eadi charged with an escallop; fourth grand quarter, the 
arms of Stafford, on a field, Or, within a bordure engrailed, a chevron, 
gules. The second and fourth shields on the south side, are surrounded 

by the ribbon and motto of the Order of the Grarter. Between each 
pannel, under a geometrical trefoil, is a rudder, with three bands and a 
tiller, which I suppose to be the badge* of the family, this is surmounted 
by the Tudor Rose, an ornament so common at this period. The two 
centre pannels on the north side have been destroyed. Of the two remaining, 
the easternmost is surrounded by the Garter and motto ; whilst those at 
the east and west ends of the tomb are both similarly distinguished. 

The tomb is raised on a plinth with plain bold mouldings, (these have 
been barbarously turned inwards on the south side to make way for some 
a,odem and incongruom arrangement of the altar step or Js). and is 
finished in the same way above the panneUing. At each angle, origin- 
ally, was a twisted column, two of these, on the south side, have been 
removed. 

* ^'Cognizances, badges, and knots are of very early date. Henry 11. caused certain iGgares 
to be painted on his banner, as the genista, or broom sprig, which had a descriptive reference 
to his title of Plantagenet, derived firom his ancestor Plantagenet Foulke, Earl of Anjou . . . 
Suns denote Edw. IV.; the White Boar, Richard HI.; the Greyhound, Hen. VH. & VIH. 
Several of the nobility followed their example. Fitzalan had the white horse of Arundel; 
Vere, the blue boar; Beauchamp, the bear and ragged staff; not to multiply instances. 

Badges of the greatest notoriety are white and red roses, which, in history, designate the houses 
of York and Lancaster. The application of cognizances and badges was primarily introduced 
on the liveries of the retainers and servants of the nobility, and also carved on the walls of 
the palaces they had built, or stained in the glass of their great halls. They are affixed in 
like manner, upon their tombs. A confusion has sometimes been made between cognizances 
and crests. They differ in this particular : the crest was attached to the helmet of the bearer, 
whilst the cognizance served only to distinguish the retainers of certain great noblemen, and was 
wrought or sewn upon the liveries with which they were supplied by their lord," Manual of 
Beraidr^i by H. Dallaway, p. HI. 
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The whole is surmounted by a recumbent effigy, the size of life, of 
Lord Willoughby de Broke, who is habited in a suit of armour, consist- 
ing of a breast plate and back plate, with a skirt of taces annexed, 
appended to which, by straps and buckles, are tuilles, or pendant 
angular-shaped flaps, which covered the upper parts of the thighs; 
underneath these, an apron of mail appears; roimd the neck is a collar 
of mail The arms are defended by rere and vambraces, and the legs 
by cuisses, genouilleres, with plates above and below. 

According to the custom, first introduced at this period, in representing 
sepulchral effigies in armour, the head is uncovered, (the hair reaching 
to the shoulders behind, and cut short in front,) reposing on a tilting 
helmet, (the basinet being discarded,) which is surmoimted by the crest, 
viz., a Saracen's head affirontfe, couped at the shoulder, proper, ducally 
crowned. Or. 

The hands are covered with gauntlets; the feet with soUerets, very 
broad at the toes, which at this time took the place of those of a more 
pointed kind. Bound the left knee is the ribbon of the Order of the 
Garter. About the neck is worn the decorative collar of the same 
Order, which has suspended to it the badge of St. George and the 
dragon. The anelace, (which is mutilated,) appears affixed on the right 
side to a superb bawdrick or girdle, horizontally disposed about the loins, 
and the sword, (the lower half of which is lost,) is suspended on the left 
side, from a belt buckled in fix)nt and crossing the body diagonally, a 
fashion which had fedlen into disuse on the introduction of the bawdrick, 
in the reign of Edward III., but was now again revived.* 

Over the armour, festened across the breast by a tasselled cordon, open 
in front and covering the shoulders, but not the rest of the effigy, is 
the mantle of the Order of the Garter, a long cloak which descended to 
the feet, or nearly so; the use of which commenced in the reign of 
Henry VI., and was much in fashion at this time.^ 

* Vide Bloxam's Mammental ArchiUctare^ p. 187. 

'' The mantle or cloak, which first appears on effigies in armour, in the reign of Henry VL, 

constituted part of the insignia of Knights of the Order of the Garter, and as such is noticed 

in the will of Sir Thomas Burgh, Knight, who, in 1495, after desiring that his body should be 

buried in his new chapel, within the parish of Gainsborough, in Lincolnshire, directed that a tomb 
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The feet rest upon a lion or talbot, the rowels of the spurs are much 
mutilated ; whilst on the soles of the feet, beneath the broad soUerets, 
are carved the figures of two monks, in cloaks and cowls, seated; the 
head of each monk, resting on one of his hands, being inclined towards 
his fellow, whilst with the other hand he is seemingly telling his beads* 
as the rosary forms a prominent appendage. 

The mode in which these figures are introduced, (and which, by a 
casual observer, might be entirely overlooked, fix)m the position of the 
tomb,) is, I have reason to believe, unique. 

The monument still bears considerable marks of polychrome, and has 
doubtless once shone in resplendant coloring. 

The present Lord Broke is a contributor to the Eestoration Fund, and 
it is to be hoped that this beautiful monument may be secured firom 
fiuther defecement and injury. The tomb is well worthy in itself of 
careM restoration, and both this, and that of Sir Nicholas Assheton, form 
important links in the history of generations long since departed, and 
seem in a most forcible manner to enunciate the truth of the great doc- 
trine of "the Communion of Saints," by visibly connecting the present 
worshippers in this venerable Church, with those of past times. 

I have abridged from Burke^ the pedigree of the first Lord Willoughby 
de Broke. He was descended firom a branch of the house of Willoughby 
d' Eresby, springing from Sir Thomas Willoughby, Knight, (third son of 
Sir Eobert Willoughby, fourth Lord Willoughby d' Eresby, by his first 
wife, Alice, daughter of Sir William Skipwith), which Sir Thomas married 
Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of John NevUl, Lord Latimer, and was 
succeeded by his only son, Sir John Willoughby, whose only son and 
heir, (by Joan Welby, an heiress,) Sir John Willoughby, Knight, married 
Anne, daughter and co-heiress of Sir Edmund Cheney, Knight, of Broke, 
in the county of Wilts, and was succeeded by his eldest son. Sir Robert 
Willoughby, Knight, of Broke, who aiding the cause of Henry, Earl of 

should be made at the north end of the altar of the same, with two images or figures thereon, 
of himself in armour, and of his wife, with their arms and the davs of their obits, and that 
the image of himself should have his mantle of the Garter, and a garter about his legs." Nicholas* 
TesUmenta Vetusiay p. 288. 
7 Barke's Peerage and Baronetage^ page 1105. 



CHUECH OP 8. MARY, CALLINGTON. 25 

Bichmond, and participating in the victory of Bosw:ortli, was advanced to 
the peerage by the new monarch (Henry VII.), by writ of summonB, 
dated in the seventh year of his reign, August 12, 1492, as Lord Wil- 
loughby de Broke. Bis lordship married Blanche, daughter and heiress 
of Sir John Champemoun, by whom he had one son, Bobert, and a 
daughter, Elizabeth, married to John, Lord Dynham. Lord Willoughby 
was Captain-Greneral of the forces sent in aid of the Duke of Brittany, 
against the French, in the 4th of Heiuy YII., and Marshal of the English 
army sent into France, in four years afterwards. His Lordship died in 
1502, and was succeeded by his only son Bobert, second baron, summoned 
to Parliament, November 28, 1511. 

In 1522 the barony fell into abeyance, and so remained until claimed 
in 1649, and allowed to Sir Bichard Vemey, Knight, of Belton, Butland ; 
from whom the present possessor of the title is descended, as the third Baron. 

I have left myself but little time for a suitable conclusion ; still, if 
your patience is not already exhausted, I might venture to extract a few 
particulars respecting the services at the re-opening of the Church, (from 
an accoimt which I prepared for the local newspapers,) which were of 
a veiy gratifying character.' 

Thursday, May 12, 1859, was the day fixed upon by the authorities, 
and will be long remembered by the inhabitants of Callington, as one of 
the brightest in their parochial history. The quietude and air of repose 
which usually surround that ancient borough, and which its disfranchise- 
ment at the passing of the Beform Bill of 1832 served only to increase, 
were disturbed, in a manner imfr^uent in that part of the coimtry, by 
the rejoicings consequent upon the completion of the restoration of the 
parish Church. 

The weather was most glorious, and at an early hour every road 
leading to the town was thronged with pedestrians, and vehicles of every 
description. The whole neighbourhood seemed alive and busy, whilst the 
gay looks, cheerful manner, and holiday attire of the people, unmistakeably 
proclaimed that all classes, without distinction of rank or creed, were 
determined to celebrate the festival in a becoming manner. 

* What foUows was condensed at the reading of the Paper. 
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The hearty good feeling which pervaded all ranks was undoubtedly one of . 
the most interesting features which distinguished this delightful gathering, 
and caused many to regret that such meeings were not more frequent 

At eleven o'clock, a proceesion waa formed in the paxiah vestry room, 
which adjoins the church-yard, of nearly thirty Clergy, vested in sur- 
plices, stoles, and hoods ; for these the entire Chancel had been reserved, 
and proved insufficient, for many had to occupy other seats. 

The prayers were read by the Rector the Rev. H. M. Rice, assisted 
by the Rev. R Hobhouse, Rector of S. Ive. The lessons by the Rev. 
R Martin, Rector of Menheniot, and the Rev. Dr. J. R Fletcher, Vicar 
of Quethiocke and Rector of Lydford. 

The communion office was celebrated by the Rector, the Venerable the 
Archdeacon of Cornwall, and the Rev. J. J. Tapson, Curate of the parish : 
the Rev. M, B. Hutchison, Incumbent of S. James', Devonport, afterwards 
assisting in the administration of the sacrament. 

The sermon was preached by the Archdeacon, on a subject suitable 
to the occasion, and was delivered in a manner that left a most favor- 
able impression on his very numerous audience. He took his text from 
Haggai, chapter i., verses 7 and 8, — " Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Con- 
sider your ways. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build 
the house ; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith 
the Lord" 

In the aft;ernoon the Rev. A. Tatham, Rector of Boconnoc and Broad- 
oak, preached a thoughtful and practical sermon from S. Mark, chap. xL, v. 
17, "My House shall be called, of all nations, the House of Prayer.* 

The Rev. H. F. Roe, Rector of Lesnewth, and formerly Curate of the 
parish, preached in the evening, taking as his text : 1 S. Peter, chap, il, 
V. 5, "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, aoceptable to Grod by Jesus Christ." 

The congr^ations at all the services were literally overwhelming. Besides 
the Clergy already named, the following were present. The Reverends 
G. B. Gibbons, S. C. Clarke, K Phillpotts, E. Du Boulay, St. Vincent L. 
Hammick, C. Rodd, G. Coryton, T. H. May, W. Gill, H. Townshend, 
Dr. G. H. Fletcher, W. Seymour, W. E. Vigor, C. H. Archer, H. Oliver, 
J. Hodgson, and W. B. Turner. 
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It was a subject of universal r^ret that the truly venerable Dr. J. K. 
Fletcher, Eector of East Ashford and Vicar of Yamscombe, Devon, who has 
reached the patriarchal age of ninety-six, (and who, for more than sixty years, 
has been a much respected inhabitant of Callington,) was prevented, in conse- 
quence of a recent accident, by which his thigh was fractured, from being 
present at the celebration of an event in which he has taken the liveliest 
interest. 

It is a circumstance worthy of record, that amongst the most liberal sub- 
scribers to the restoration fund, appears the name of Mr. John Haye, of 
Haye, an andent property in the parish, on which the family have been 
settled since the time of Bichard IL, and whose ancestor, Bobert Haye, 
was one of the original petitioners who applied to Pope Eugenius, in 1436, 
to allow the consecration of the still existing Church. The aged* and much 
respected mother of this gentleman was present, with himself, at the re- 
opening service. 

At the close of the morning service a large party of Clergy and their 
friends was most hospitably entertained at luncheon, (served in Grolding's 
Assembly Rooms,) by the Rev. H. M. Rice. After grace had been said, 
the following toasts were given, the speeches being necessarily very brief, 
in consequence of the nearness of the hour at which the afternoon service 
was appointed to commence. " The Queen and Royal Family/' ** The 
Bishop of the Diocese." "The Archdeacon of Cornwall, and the Eevds. 
A. Tatham and H. F. Boe, the preachers of the day.'' "The Bector and 
Curate of the ParisL" "The Choir of the Church," associated with the 
names of Mr. Peter and Mr. Kempthome. "The Ladiea" 

The afternoon service being concluded, tea was served under the covered 
stalls of the spacious market, most kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. 
J. C. Johns. Here about 400 persons were entertained, on payment of 
one shilling each towards the restoration fund. Twenty-five ladies of Callington 
supplied the tables, some of whom were Dissenters, but who gladly ten- 
dered their services, and wisely did not permit their scruples, or their 
prejudices, to prevent them from joining in the general rejoicing. 

I must not omit to state that the singing of the choir of the Church, 
under the able direction of Mr. John Peter, gave the greatest satisfection 
to all present The cantides, psalms, hymns, and anthems, were executed 
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with a sweetness of expression seldom equalled in a voliintaiy choir unsus- 
tained by instrumental accompaniment, and which testified the great care 
and attention bestowed on their training. Encouraged by the effects of 
their success in the morning and afternoon, they were induced, at a very 
short notice, to try a partially choral service in the evening, when the 
responses were made in monotone, and the amens hannonized ; the prayers 
being intoned by the Eevds. S. C. Clarke and M. B. Hutchison. 

The result of the day's collections was as foUows: — rafter moroing ser- 
mon £21 15s. 6d ; after afternoon sermon £5 16s. 8d. ; aft;er evening 
sermon £6 5s. 4d. Proceeds of tea in the market place, £16 11& 6d. ; 
total £50 9s. 

One of the most interesting features in this restoration, which I men- 
tion, and * desire to record, with the greatest satisfaction, (although far 
from being a soHtary instance,) is the circumstance, that, whereas the 
Church in its dilapidated state was very thinly attended, it is now constantly 
filled to overflowing, by a thoughtful, reverent, and devout congr^ation. 



WILUAK rOLLABD, rBtVTBfi, NORTH gTBlOEX, BZBTBS. 
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